Baltic Journal of Health and Physical Activity
2021; Special Issue 1: Sport and Tourism. Yesterday - Today - Tomorrow. Vol. 2

Eds. D). Olszewski-Strzyzowski and S. Buhas
Journal of Gdansk University of Physical Education and Sport

e-ISSN 2080-9999 ORIGINAL

doi: 10.29359/BJHPA.13.Spec.lss1.17

The border as a resource - new places
for tourism development. Evidence
from two Carpathian tripoints

Marek Wieckowski

Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland

Background: The development of cross-border tourism and local resources based on the border has grooving the
importance in last decencies. One of the most important tourist attractions on Polish borders are
tripoints. This article seeks to discuss changes made, by reference to two border tripoints situated on
the junction of Polish, Czech and Slovak borders in the Beskids Mountains and on the junction of Polish,
Slovak and Ukraine borders in the Bieszczady Mountains.

Material and methods: Analysis of historical, legal and statistical materials as well as cartographic analysis and fieldwork were
conducted. Informal discussions and formal in-depth interviews were undertaken with tourists in each
of the researched tripoints: informal interviews/discussions with 45 tourists in the tripoint between
Poland, Slovakia and Czechia and informal interviews/discussions with 40 tourists in the tripoint
between Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine.

Results: The tourists reaching tripoints in the Carpathians argued that the places have a great potential for
tourism development. They underline great symbolic meanings, possibility to visit three countries in
a short time and the importance of the point which is interesting and give an opportunity to take a nice
photo. The presented research also exemplifies the concept of a new tourist space beyond traditional
tourist destinations. This ensured the status of the tripoint as a resource, a “discovery”, and a curiosity.

Conclusions: The border tripoints give great opportunities for the development of tourism. Openness and
permeability of borders can determine development on both sides of tourism related to the presence
of the border, and offer an opportunity for cross-border attractions to be set up. Tripoints as emerging
tourist attractions have appeared in new marketing materials and have the potential to serve as unique
border attractions.
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INTRODUCTION

Borderlines have long served as barriers to people’s movements and their spatial development.
Sometimes they have been closed and even subject to such a level of enforcement that
any activity or movement into borderland zones was itself restricted or forbidden, with
borderlands thus representing areas of isolation or no-man’s land. Currently the development
of tourism in borderlands is increasingly important. It has been facilitated by recent border
openings and the changing role of borders since the widespread geopolitical and socio-
economic transitions of the past quarter-century in many parts of the world [1, 2].

The most attractive borders, ancient walls, and boundary curiosities have started to play
more significant roles in tourism. It is thanks to attractions being associated with the
boundary itself, a peripheral location, differences between sides, and the creation of cross-
border space, that they tend to become tourist attractions [2]. Borders interest tourists as
curiosities, symbolic elements, items of heritage and sources of education and learning
[2, 3, 4]. In Europe, they also symbolise cooperation, while potentially attracting with
unique marking, history and narration. One of the most interesting places on boundaries
are tripoints. Tripoint could be defined as a place where three borders meet at one single
point. This paper examines two tripoints situated in the Carpathians, both on the Polish-
Slovakian border, one where this border touches the Czech border and another where the
border meets the border with Ukraine.

Due to the fact that knowledge about cross-border territorial cooperation is generally
insufficient and this lack is evident both in theory and practice, especially in Poland and
Central and Eastern Europe, the essence of this research is to deepen knowledge in this
area, and in particular to identify the factors of creation of new trinational cross-border
space. The conceptual underpinnings of the article relate to border and tourism relationships,
transboundary identity, and the creation of multiscalar tourist space. Utilizing two case
studies, the paper elucidates why tripoints matter for tourism from the tourist perspective.
The research questions are defined as follows: why has the tripoint become tourist attraction
and why is it interesting for tourists?

BOUNDARY AS TOURIST ATTRACTION

The constant change would seem to be a feature of most tourist destinations, not least
as the creation and development of spaces for tourism are seen to reflect wider political,
economic and social processes often driven non-locally, if manifesting themselves very
locally indeed [5]. Radical changes are often an important element of transition in tourism
[6, p. 1-2; 7], and these include political changes that have consequences for borderlands.
The development of tourism at tripoints depends on various geopolitical issues, the level
of benevolence or malevolence pertaining between the neighbours involved, the level of
cross-frontier cooperation and the prospect of borders nearby being crossed. New tourist
spaces are observable with changing border functions, and as tourism infrastructure is
brought closer to state frontiers. This is particularly true in certain locations where the EU
has expended considerable funds on tourism as a tool serving cross-border integration [8,
9, 10, 4]. Many case studies relating to borderland tourism illustrate the important role
of borders in the development of tourism in peripheral areas situated close to a border,
in Poland, for example [11], but also in China [12] and in other countries [13, 4]. There is
broad discussion of differences in tourism patterns and cross-boundary sites, including as
regards the growth of cross-border cooperation and transboundary destinations [14, 15].
Cross-border cooperation is not easy [16, 8], but it offers the potential to tap into EU funds,
allows for the creation of cross-border tourist space [2], and increases the symbolism of
space within trilateral settings [17]. The European Union policy on transboundary integration
and regions is being pursued via the Interreg programmes, whose aim has been to promote
regional development and cross-border cooperation. The allocation of EU funds to these
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goals has represented a major instrument by which the Carpathian space can develop
further. Equally, the cooperation involved is different from that on a two-country border,
appearing more complex and expensive on the one hand, and most likely less effective on
the other.

In most parts of the world, pillars, inscribed stones, or other symbols demarcate borders,
to indicate the precise location at which two (or three) countries meet. These markers are
legally-surveyed indicators of where one country’s sovereign authority ends and that of
another begins. Many tripoints have symbolic meaning attached to them as both special
places located between three countries (with border markers, national flags, and monuments
built in commemoration) and on a regional scale with the potential for transboundary
cooperation [17, 18, 2]. Gelbman and Timothy note that, by boasting these kinds of attraction,
borderlines highlight socio-economic differences, but can also shape socio-economic trends
and patterns [19]. Differences visible on different sides of a border, even when three
countries are in close proximity, add appeal to tripoints. And people are also attracted by
the possibility of crossing borders and seeing the other side(s), especially where there are
notable landscape differences, or different languages, currencies, religions or cultural
customs [20].

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The attractiveness of tripoint by tourists was analyzed based on:

a) scientific literature concerning the aspects of nature-based tourism, tourism in border
areas, tourism development in the Carpathians,

b) field work during many scientific travels to two tripoints in the Carpathians.

Informal discussions and formal in-depth interviews were conducted with tourists in each

of the researched tripoints:

¢ between Poland, Slovakia and Czechia: informal interviews/discussions with 45 tourists
- 15 from each country - in 2018 and 2019;

e between Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine: informal interviews/discussions with 40 tourists:
25 from Poland, 10 from Slovakia and 5 from Ukraine - in 2017 and 2018.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CARPATHIAN BORDERLAND TO TOURISM

The Carpathians possess specific resources important for different forms of development.
Local and regional development is strongly dependent on the natural resource base of
the area and this is an important factor for the existence of tourist attractions [21]. The
Carpathians are one of the most important tourist regions in Poland and Slovakia. The Polish-
Slovak border features significant tourist attractions. It uses the potential of resources,
symbolism and transboundary integration (via the place-based approach). This is particularly
true of those working to develop regional projects who may mobilise tourism as a “place-
making instrument”. As a consequence, we observe tourism’s use of space in the creation of
local or regional poles of growth and regional and cross-border competition as a development
factor in tourist reception areas [11, 21, 22, 2]. During the long period, when the Polish-
Czechoslovak (currently Polish-Slovak and Polish-Czech) border constituted an impenetrable
spatial barrier to tourism, it contributed to minimising the change in the natural environment
by impeding the development of areas adjacent to the border, some of which were even
explicitly sealed-off. When the border was opened [23, 21], these areas could boast both a
quality environment and a variety of tourist attractions increased by those located across
the border in the other country.

www.balticsportscience.com 181



Wieckowski M.
The border as a resource - new places for tourism development. Evidence from two Carpathian tripoints
Balt ] Health Phys Act. 2021;13(Sp.Iss.1):179-186

WHY HAVE THE TRIPOINTS IN THE CARPATHIANS BECOME
ATTRACTIVE?

The creation of tourist attractions related to tripoints begins with the delimitation and
demarcation of borders. Next, such multi-nation spaces must be assigned a symbolic
dimension, and a name, mainly for marketing purposes. Following this, several types of
multi-scale development occur, in particular: tourism-facility development, improvement of
access, organization of meetings and events, the creation of tourist attractions, and joint
transfrontier marketing and planning [2]. In later years in both cases, tables and picnic
areas were built, signs erected, and interpretive information panels put up. The tripoint
has assumed further significance in its region, given that it has become a recognisable
attraction. The regional authorities and hotel owners have noted this fact:

Even though expenditure at the tripoint itself is limited, tourists often stay on an extra
day in this region’s hotels, in order to travel to the three countries, as opposed to just
one. More and more hotels pass on information about this special place, in the foyer
leaflets they keep, but also on their own websites, under the “must-see” category.
(Regional authority, Poland, 2019).

The vicinity of the tripoint offers a good foundation for cross-border cooperation, including
the organisation of meetings, both for residents and tourists. At the beginning of recent
transformations, the most important element was the possibility of crossing the border
and the gradual improvement in accessibility and creation of new tourist routes. In 1993,
after the formation of the tripoint, it was actually illegal to cross the border in its vicinity.
The nearest border crossings were approximately 15-20 km away from it. In the case of
Kremenaros tripoint, the biggest problem is the location of Ukraine outside the European
Union and the Schengen zone, which causes the problems with border crossing.

The Polish-Slovak-Czech tripoint is located a significant distance from major cities and
the capitals of each state, emphasising its peripheral location (2h 40’ from Prague, 2h 40’
from Bratislava, and 4h 42’ from Warsaw). The highest peripheral effect is shown in the
Polish-Slovak-Ukrainian tripoint, which is situated very far from all capitals (6h 20’ from
Bratislava, 6h 30’ from Warsaw, and 9h 50’ from Kiev). In the 1990s, it was essentially
impossible to reach these points for legal and infrastructural reasons. In the 21st century,
however, thanks to EU funds for peripheral regions, and transboundary cooperation, the
infrastructure has dramatically improved, much reducing travel time to the tripoint from
population centres [2]. Following significant improvement in accessibility, especially in the
vicinity of the tripoint, people can now reach the site by car (1h 4’ from Ostrava, 1h from
Zilina and 1h 36’ from Katowice).

TRIPOINT ON THE BORDER BETWEEN POLAND, SLOVAKIA
AND CZECHIA

The inclusion of the area into the European Union (2004) and the possibility of applying
for EU funds thus became a major stimulus for tourism development. In 2004, the Tripoint
Development Programme started as a grassroots initiative between the three neighbouring
municipalities. It consists of local authorities, community groups and business associations
from the three. Projects focusing on communication infrastructure have also been
implemented as part of the Tripoint Development Programme. These include upgrading
local roads mainly from surrounding villages to the border crossings. The Beskids tripoint
area is known for its biking trails of various levels of difficulty. The easier tracks include
one called ‘The meeting point of three borders’, which is 25 km long. Another one is 40 km
long and much more difficult. Its name is ‘Around the tripoint in the wake of Gary Fisher’.
It was the century’s end that brought a greater willingness to put a transboundary tourist
product in place.
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The tripoint is also promoted on an international scale. For example, a workshop was co-
organised in Brussels by the Regional Office of the Silesian Voivodeship, focusing on
macro-regional cooperation. Polish, Czech and Slovakian cooperation in the tripoint area
has been highlighted as a model of success. Tourists have similar opinions:
The place has its potential thanks to the out-of-the-ordinary location where the borders
of Poland, Czechia and Slovakia meet. It can be thought of as a kind of special curiosity.
It’s a super feeling to move from country to country, and kids in particular have fun
with that. (Czech tourist, 2018), [2].

Tourists themselves stressed that:
It’s a fine place, but it’s developing too slowly and new attractions are lacking. Let them
do that new tri-bridge at last, as the old bridge is broken down and needs repairing.
And there’s still that small bar with Czech beer. (Polish tourist, 2018).

The regional zone does differ more markedly between the three states. On the Polish
and Czech sides, the tourist infrastructure in the forms of hotels and bars is close to the
tripoint. In turn, the Slovaks and Czechs resemble each other in putting more emphasis
on the development of trails (serving active tourism by bike or on skis in particular). This
reflects the greater mobility and level of activity in those societies, as opposed to Poland.
Equally, the Polish and Czech sides are again similar in their higher level of accessibility
(and greater numbers of potential tourists).

Fig. 1. The Beskids tripoint from the Czech side.

|
Source: Author

HE TRIPOINT BETWEEN POLAND, SLOVAKIA AND UKRAINE

The closed nature of the border with Ukraine (formerly with the Soviet Union) deepens the
peripherality, as it makes access from the east difficult or impossible. This was used by the
ecological domination and legal protection of very large areas of the Carpathians, access
to which is difficult and limited. In a case of relatively closed borders as represented by
external EU borders and former borders of the USRR, borderlands could be unpopulated
and rich from natural point of view. Many nature protection areas could be established, but
local cross-border cooperation is much more difficult in comparison with intergovernmental
or international projects and issues. Furthermore, the formation of new transboundary
patterns takes place.
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In recent years, there has been an increase in tourism-related infrastructure, tripoint
markings and tourist information. The focal point is the obelisk erected in 2000 - with a
mark on each side - the coat of arms, the name of the country and the name of the summit.
Decorative border post in national colour and with coats of arms and name. Kremenaros
has become a point of school trips and meetings of various social groups. Full trilateral
cooperation is limited by the fact that Ukraine is not a member of the European Union and
the fact that the border crossings that can be used to legally enter Ukraine are located far
from the tripoint. However, there are attempts to organize joint, tripartite events in the
region. For example, in 2010, workshops and the first edition of the Festival of Carpathian
Flavours "Kremenaros" were organized, attended by specialists - experts in regional cuisine
from Poland, Ukraine and Slovakia [23]. The tripoint has been highlighted as a model of
success, and, additionally, new investments would complement the offer. Tourists have
similar opinions:

A great place for a walk while being in three countries. In this place, an ideal lookout

tower would be beautiful, the views above the treetops would be beautiful, maybe one

day we will see it. (Polish tourist, 2018).

As many border places, the tripoint has a symbolic meaning, which is highlighted by
a tourist from Slovakia:
It has a symbolic meaning, and it's great that you can visit such places without exposing
yourself to the unpleasantness of border services. (Slovakian tourist, 2018).

Tourists emphasise the uniqueness of the tripoint and its particular attractiveness.
A unique place, after reaching it, however, a bit not prepared for rest and forces you
to return quickly, the same way, the border posts make it easier. (Polish tourist, 2019).

Fig. 2. The tripoint on the summit of Kremenaros

|
Source: Author

DISCUSSION

Borders mirror relations between neighbours - a changing combination of conflict,
competition, subordination and cooperation, as well as the different aspects of the perception
of a border [24]. The main components are similar to other tripoint locations in Europe,
with the assumption of certain adaptations depending on the geopolitical situation and
topography.
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Borders influence the development of tourism, including through motivation and associated
decisions to travel, the development of tourist infrastructure, and the marketing and
promotion of the region's brand [11]. Openness and permeability of borders can determine
development on both sides of tourism related to the presence of the border and offer an
opportunity for cross-border attractions to be set up.

Borders are an element separating different "worlds", and the very crossing of them is a
change of environment so necessary for tourists and at the same time a great attraction
[1]. “Just abroad” there is often an "otherness" that is very much sought after by tourists.
Crossing borders offers tourists a sudden change, making the feeling of differences between
two worlds seem particularly tangible. The fact that things can really be different even
when a person has only travelled (or even looked) a few metres into the distance can be
something mystical and fascinating [25, 1 p. 41, p. 43].

The border area is important for countries and as such it is frequently, if not always, also an
area of symbolisation. The border is marked with boards and signs directly on the border
line as well as the traffic corridors, hich cross the border. Gradually, a symbolic aspect can
evolve for the elements of the cultural and historical heritage and natural monuments: all of
them speak of ‘our’ country. These elements are generally also attractive and thus subject to
visits. Symbolisation then gradually leads to the expansion of services in border areas and
the case of two Carpathian tripoints is one of the examples of cross-border touristification
of the place.

CONCLUSION

Through this article, an attempt has been made to better understand the role of tripoints in
the establishment of transboundary tourist space in the Carpathians and the attractiveness of
a tripoint for tourists. The author is quite aware that this article does not offer a full depiction
of cross-border cooperation, given its necessary focus on just two small case studies selected
that help exemplify them. The presented research also exemplifies the concept of a new tourist
space beyond traditional tourist destinations [2]. Tripoints as emerging tourist attractions
have appeared in new marketing materials and have the potential to serve as unique border
attractions. The research detailed here is based on the author’s conceptualisation of tourism
development at tripoints and in their immediate vicinity, as an outcome of many years of
fieldwork.

The aim being to facilitate understanding of the special role tripoints can play in tourism
development has been analysed based on many informal interviews/discussions conducted by
the Author with tourists. The tourists reaching both tripoints argued that the places have a
great potential for tourism development. They underline great symbolic meanings, possibility
to visit three countries in a very short time and the importance of the point which is interesting
and gives an opportunity to take a nice photo.

In development of tourism in a tripoint, the most important element is the possibility to
reach the borders of three countries in one place. This ensures the status of the tripoint
as a resource, a “discovery”, and a curiosity. The current period has seen the appearance
of financial resources and projects funded by the European Union. The possibility of using
EU funding has led to the construction of small-scale infrastructure, tourist-information
installations and means of improved access (i.e. new roads into the area, parking lots and
sidewalks).
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